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Cultural Construction: Young Children’s

Understanding of Emotions
Yu-Ju Chou' » Nei-Yuh Huang®

Abstract

The purpose of the present study was to explore the development of young
children’s understanding of emotions. 120 three- to five-year-olds were included in
this study , and their responses to “Test of Emotion Comprehension (TEC) ” were
recorded and analyzed. It was found that young children’s emotional understanding
developed by age. The developmental processes followed the route from fundamental
to mental and then to reflective understanding of emotions. Because of personal
experiences and parents instruction, children’s responses to the tests of
“desire-based emotions”, “outer contributions of emotions” and “hidden emotions ”
were different from children ‘s responses of English-speaking countries. The findings
of the present study challenged the universal viewpoints but support the cultural

construction views of the development of children’s emotional understanding.

Keywords: young children, emotional understanding, cultural construction
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Adolescents’ Perceptions of Paternal and Maternal Behaviors:

An Exploratory Study

Introduction

The family itself is widely considered to be a crucial social context for the
development of long-term well-being for children (Wenk, Hardesty, Morgan, &
Blair, 1994). More importantly, children’s relationship with their parents plays a
significant part in their lives, especially during the early stages of development.
These perceptions are highly related to their experiences with parents through
various interactions. According to Belsky (1984), various forces may vary the
quality of parenting behaviors to a certain extent (i. e., marital conflict, financial
stress). Therefore, the type of influences generated by parents on their children
may be associated with the quality of child development.

In the past, research on parenting in the U.S. predominately used
middle-class, white respondents. Furthermore, parenting was equivalent to
mothering (Stevenson-Hinde, 1998) which excluded the significant contribution
and influences made by fathers. Milkie, Simon, and Powell (1997) further argued
that many studies of family roles and relationships are still adult-centered.
Limited research has focused on adolescents’ perception of parental roles from
other ethnic groups. Even if research attempted to examine multiple perspectives
on parental behaviors, not surprisingly, research would suggest that a low
agreement between parents and children on parental behaviors has been
documented (Smith & Morgan, 1994; Tein, Roosa, & Michaels, 1994; Plunkett,
Behnke, Sands, & Choi, 2009).

Parenting a child presents challenges as each child is different who is
exposed to distinct learning experiences in various social contexts. In addition,
each child is going through developmental changes and requires needs that are
different from the previous stage (Putnick, Bornstein, Hendricks, Painters,
Suwalsky, & Collins, 2008). During childhood, a great amount of physical care is
needed from adults to enhance proper development and physical safety (Maccoby,
1992). However, adolescence is a stage which physical care and constant
monitoring may not be as crucial as it was during the early childhood stage. Less
frequent interaction, power shifts, and increased conflict mark typical
parent-adolescent interaction (Putnick et al., 2008). Adolescents, on the other
hand, require many families to make significant changes in their interactions with
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one another (Seiffge-Krenke, 1999) to adapt to changes that associate with the
development of adolescents. It is also a period that marks the transitions from
childhood to adulthood with a number of inevitable physical, emotional, and
interpersonal challenges (Wolman, 1998). Oftentimes, many struggles and
problems for adolescents are to secure a balance between the dependence on
their parents during the childhood and the independence on their own abilities in
adolescence to reach physical and socio-emotional maturity. Hines and Paulson
(2006) proposed that parents’ perception of storm and stress during adolescence
is highly linked to the level of parental responsiveness. Possibly, the way in which
an adolescent perceives his or her relationship with either parent differs from the
way the parents approach their relationships with the developing adolescent
whose development may be strengthened or impaired during this stage. However,
the association between positive parenting behaviors and child well-being has
been identified in various studies (Amato & Rivera, 1999; Mosley & Thomson,
1995). Furthermore, adolescents’ perceptions of positive parental influence in
their lives have been found to be correlated with adolescents’ positive
psychological well-being (Clark & Barber, 1994; Khaleque & Rohner, 2002) and
conduct and psychosocial development (Gray & Steinberg, 1999; Plunkett,
Behnke, Sands, & Choi, 2009).

In a collectivistic society such as Taiwan, most families highlight the
importance of family unit than the individual wellbeing when approaching family
life compared to the Western families (i.e., America) that highly emphasize
independence and autonomy of each individual family member (Coles, 2006). In
Taiwan, roles and responsibilities in a family are typically assigned from a
hierarchical system that is generally based on gender, age, and social class
(Huang, 2005). A great emphasis is typically placed on harmonious interpersonal
relationships through interdependence, loyalty, and conflict avoidance; personal
dreams and development are sacrificed to maintain family harmony. For example,
couples in a more traditional Asian family typically place the wellbeing of the
husband and his family members above and beyond her own needs and wellbeing
(Adler, 2003). This type of family interactions differs from that of America which
may explain partially the uniqueness of parent-child relationships. In a traditional
Asian family, the mother typically assumes the roles of nurturance and support
whereas the father’s role rests heavily on discipline (Lee & Mock, 2005). Taking
the cultural practices exerted by mother and fathers in an Asian culture (i. e.,
Taiwan), it may be highly possible that a developing adolescent finds an imbalance
distribution of roles between mothers and fathers.
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Studies in regard to parent-child relationship in other cultures commonly
suggest that unique dynamics have been found in terms of how resources are
allocated, power delegated, and responsibilities relinquished. Children growing up
in a collective culture are generally expected to honor and conform to group
norms, relational harmony, and the family well-being (Chao, 1994; Mbito, 2004).
As a result, parents may emphasize more on control and monitoring when
interacting with their children. Conversely, collectivistic societies may place less
emphasis on parent-child interactions and closeness. Therefore, children’s
perceptions of parental behaviors from at least two geographical areas in different
cultures appear to be a reasonable step to take in understanding of parental
behaviors. On the other hand, an individualistic society such as America
emphasizes individual autonomy and emotional expressions of feelings. An
individualistic society is typically characterized by the core values of self
sufficiency, individualism, and independence (Hess & Hess, 2001). In such
society, individuals are encouraged to pursue independence and autonomy so that
they will not depend on each other. As a result, parents are expecting their
children to move out and become independent by the age of 18. This would be
something that parents would stress (Webb, 2001). On the other hand, children in
such cultural beliefs also tend to be encouraged to build interpersonal
relationships through the display of affection, communication, and emotional
expression. In many cases, the needs of an individual oftentimes are equally taken
care of as to that of the family unit. Contrast to Asian families, American family
has been characterized as “child-centered” structure that parents seek children’s
opinions and involve them in decision making process. Evident in such culture,
parents are encouraged to actively engage themselves in the lives of their children.
Although storm and stress is an apparent stage, active communication and
affection expression are highly promoted. Therefore, the overall perceptions of
teens from an individualistic society may be more positive compared to their
counterparts in a collectivistic society.

The linkage between parental support and adolescent adjustment has been
established. Henry, Robinson, Neal, and Huey (2006) proposed that positive
parental support increases teens’ general competence, self-esteem, academic
performance, and family life satisfaction. Parental supportive behaviors and
interactions have been found to facilitate the development of teens’ self esteem in
countries such as Russia, China, and America (Bush 2000; Bush, Peterson, Cobas,
& Supple, 2002). A supportive model of fathering behaviors refers to a father’s
voluntary investments of himself in helping children to develop positive
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knowledge and skills in order to face challenges in adolescence (Palkovitz, 1997).
Interestingly enough, it appears that fathers are more likely to initiate nurturing
behaviors when it is made clear that such behaviors will make a significant
difference in the lives of their children (Simons, Johnson, & Conger, 1994)
whereas mothering is not linked to the appraisal of their behavior done to
children. Supportive fathering behaviors are more likely to establish good
father-child relations and also decrease the likelihood of developing behavioral
problems of children without taking peer relations and antisocial behaviors into
account (Coughlin & Vuchinich, 1996). Adolescents who perceive their overall
family functioning to be marked by warmth, closeness, and flexibility also viewed
their parents as supportive (Henry, Robinson, Neal, & Huey, 2006). Parental
warmth, flexibility, and emotional closeness provide a strong sense of
psychological stability that becomes a crucial protective factor in the midst of
changes happen to adolescents. Conversely, adolescents are detrimentally
influenced by parental rejection and neglect (Berndt, 1996) that may confuse
their pursuit of self identity. Furthermore, the likelihood for children raised in
high conflict and aggressive families to demonstrate negative and aggressive
behaviors toward others is significantly higher than for those who were raised in a
minimal hostile or negative family environment.

On the other hand, mothers have historically assumed or been given the role
of care giving responsibilities at home, particularly during the formative years of
young children (Bigner, 2006). In the recent years, a substantial increased
number of women participate at the work force continuously both in Taiwan and
the U.S. This directly limits their available time to invest at housework. However,
it is still expected that mothers are the ones who display nurturance and affection
toward family members based on cultural beliefs. This is particularly true in Asian
families that mothers heavily invest their time in caring for children and other
family members (in-laws in some cases) above their own needs and career
opportunities. On the other hand, most mothers in the U.S. are culturally
socialized to help their children develop a self-sufficient, independent identity
(Hess & Hess, 2001) so that each child will be able to pursue his or her
autonomous, independent lifestyle. In particular, mothers will attempt to assist
their teenage children during the identity formation stage to develop skills for
independence and autonomy that are important in adulthood (Hamner & Turner,
2001; Webb, 2001). Their primary role is clearly prescribed within the nuclear
family structure that mostly does not involve other extended family members who
reside in the same household on a regular basis. In an international study of



32 AMBERBFELH

parenting in multiple countries, mothers in seven countries found satisfaction
with parental roles (Stevenson-Hinde, 1998). The likelihood remains high for the
appraisal of mothering which is solely based on her abilities to provide care for
the entire household. Unfortunately, the quality of mothering could be affected by
many factors. Fauber, Forehand, Thomas, and Wierson (1990), examining the role
of disrupted mothering on the relationships between marital conflict and poor
adolescent adjustment, found that the role of disrupted mothering functioned as a
mediator between marital conflict and poor adolescent adjustment with
adolescents from intact families. Also, distress experienced by either spouse in a
marital relationship may sensitize each to an increased use of anger and conflict
(Cummings & Davies, 1994). In fact, mothers who may not intentionally display
negative emotions or behaviors toward their children can be indirectly affected by
poor marital quality and high conflict level with their spouse. Consequently, the
increased use of hostile arguments or physical aggression might become common
solutions to deal with interspousal problems, which may influence poor
adolescent adjustment by altering the quality of parenting behaviors.

Lerner et al. (1996) proposed that the stage of adolescence involve multiple
changes that happen at both the individual and contextual levels, requiring
adolescents to experience new challenges that might put the adolescent at risk. At
the individual level, for example, adolescents experience biological changes that
could affect the way they view themselves either positively, negatively, or with
mixed perceptions altogether. At the contextual level, their relationships with
parents and peers change in terms of the amount of time spent with each.
Typically, the amount of time that is spent with parents or other families may be
significantly reduced. Adolescence is a time for children to experiment with their
interpersonal skills in building relationships with others, particularly with their
own parents. Parental rejection and neglect provide them with minimal to no
constructive information on how to establish proper interpersonal relationships
with others which are conducive to optimal social life and a preparation for
intimate relationships in adulthood.

Almeida and Galambos (1991) suggested that engaging in activities with
children through supportive fathering behaviors might promote healthy emotional
development in children. This is highly promoted and encouraged to fathers in
the western societies such as America. Constant exposure to a non to low
distressed family environment regardless of cultural context is positively linked to
the emotional well-being in adolescents who tend to be in a better position when
trying to establish other intimate relationships outside of familial context.
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Moreover, supportive fathering behaviors such as father’s time, supportiveness,
and his close relations with children were all negatively associated with children’s
problem behaviors (Amato & Rivera, 1999; Noller, 1997). It has been suggested
that some mothers play a gate-keeping role between father-child relationships
(Allen & Hawkins, 1999). Mothers’ beliefs and attitudes about the influence of
the father toward her children are associated with how often she may encourage
fathers to engage children in various activities. When she believes that the level
and type of involvement from the child’s father has great potential to make
positive influences on her children, she tends to relinquish time and
opportunities to allow them happen more frequently. Conversely, mothers, the
gatekeeper, will manage to limit the quantity of time and his involvement with her
children.

Although active father involvement with their children is encouraged, many
men still assume their main familial responsibility through financial provision.
Many children in the U.S. are involved in extracurricular activities (i.e., sports),
some fathers (also mothers) take advantage of the opportunities to be present at
sports events. This is a culturally specific context which is preferred by children.
It directly provides an avenue for regular interactions. However, many teenagers
in Taiwan heavily invest their time in education which does not afford fathers
time and a preferred context to interact with their children. Father-child
relationship can be distant, particularly for many Asian fathers who work long
hours which limit their ability to interact with children. Physical fatigue,
job-related stress, and low in father-child communication further distance their
relationship with children.

When fathers are under stress (particularly economic stress), increased
negative fathering behaviors are likely to occur (Peterson & Hawley, 1998). In this
circumstance, fathers tend to perceive their teenage children to be difficult to
interact with (Simons, Johnson, & Conger, 1994) whereas mothers’ perceptions of
children differ from fathers when under chronic stress. In addition, negative
fathering behaviors may begin to emerge when marital conflict and economic
hardship are increasing (Harris, Furstenberg, & Marmer, 1998; Papp, Cumming, &
Goeke-Morey, 2009). On the other hand, mothers tend to redirect their time and
energy toward children when marital conflict remains as a problem. Mothers in
general tend to have a better skill to differentiate her marital problem from
parent-child relationships. Almost all studies in the literature strongly suggested
that negative fathering behaviors create detrimental effects on children. Adverse
disciplinary behaviors employed by fathers seemed to implicitly send a message to
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adolescents by silently allowing them to utilize aggressive, negative modes of
behaviors while interacting with others. This might lead them to encounter
accumulated difficulties with peers who hold a negative view about aggressive
behaviors. Specifically, paternal harsh discipline was correlated significantly and
negatively with conduct problems of children (Wagner, Cohen, & Brook, 1996),
especially for sons (Hosley & Montemayor, 1997). As a direct result, hostile
fathers were more likely to have acting out children (Elder, Conger, Foster, &
Ardelt, 1992). Thus, adolescents will increasingly exhibit maladjustment problems
when negative fathering behaviors are present in a familial context with financial
stress and interspousal conflict. In this case, positive influence both in emotional
and social aspects exerted by mothers may serve as protective factors to buffer
negative effects displayed by fathers when the quality of father-child relationship
seems rough. This means that relationship between teens and their mothers and
quality of communication provide a haven for children who experience relational
problems within and outside the family. Therefore, teens’ perceptions of paternal
and maternal behaviors can shed some light on how they appraise fathering and
mothering behaviors during their adjustment in adolescence stage.

The purpose of the present investigation was to better understand
adolescents’ perceptions of parental behaviors from two different geographic areas.
In particular, the study assessed whether subject’s country of origin and gender of
the subject affected adolescents’ perceptions of parenting behaviors. It was
hypothesized that male and female adolescents as well as adolescents from two
different cultural contexts would perceive their parenting behaviors differently.

Method

The sampling in this study was based on convenience sampling. Participants
of this sample in Taiwan were 291 adolescents recruited who were middle and
high school students in the northern part of Taiwan. Students who participated
were from three classes in a middle school and three classes in a high school.
This sample consisted of 163 (56%) males and 128 (44%) females. The age
ranged from 12 to 18 years and the mean age of the participants was 14.6 years,
with a standard deviation of 1.4 years. Participants of this sample in the U.S were
231 adolescents recruited from three classes in a middle school and 3 classes in a
high school in the mid-Atlantic states. In this region of America, students begin
middle school education at age 11 which is the sixth grade. This sample consisted
of 125 (53%) males and 106 (47%) females. The age ranged from 11 to 19 years
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and the mean age of the participants was 14.7 years, with a standard deviation of
1.9 years.

Instruments

The questionnaire consisted of two paper and pencil instruments which are
used. However, each one will be used for analysis in this study which is described
below.

Parent-Child Relationship Survey (PCRS). The first instrument administered
was the 48-item Parent-Child Relationships Survey (Fine, Moreland, & Schwebel,
1983). This scale assesses, on a 7-point Likert scale, participants’ perceptions of
their relationships with their parents on a number of dimensions. These consist of:
perceived level of father involvement; positive affection; maternal role; perceived
parental identity; anger toward parents; communication with parents; and
influence of parents in the child’s life. This survey is comprised of two 24-item
scales, the Father Scale and the Mother Scale. According to Fine, Worley, and
Schwebel (1985), each scale is primarily unidimensional, assessing a positive
affective dimension. 4 scales were created to capture domains of perceptions of
fathering (positive affection, father involvement, communication, and angry at
father) whereas 4 scales for domains of perceptions of mothering. This survey is
designed to measure perceptions of older children and could work effectively
when measuring teenagers (Fine, Worley, & Schwebel, 1985).

Demographic questionnaire. Participants completed a demographic
questionnaire which included questions about their sex, age, religion, grades,
socioeconomic status, parents’ age, education, and job.

Results

Factor analysis

I performed a series of item and factor analyses to provide evidence for sound
psychometric characteristics, factor variance, and internal consistency. With each
step, each item loaded a factor with a minimum loading of .40 which can be
located in Table 1. Only one item that almost reach .40 (father accepting your
weakness) is present. Since this is an exploratory study, I decided to keep this
item.
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Table 1. Item Factor Loadings for Parent Child Relationship Survey for perception
of fathering and mothering (N = 522)

Factor Loading

[tem Fathering  Mothering
Time spent with father (or mother) .67 .62
Relationship with father (or mother) 74 74
Trust the parent .69 71
Laugh at you .63 .57
Help you in trouble .69 71
Close to father (or mother) 07 7
Talk to father (or mother) about relationships .50 .50
Talk to father (or mother) about school difficulty .63 .58
Confused about father’s (or mother’s) role .76 .58
Father’s (or mother’s) mood, behavior, and thoughts .57 .53
Father (or mother) accepting your weakness .38 46
Cares more about his (or her) or your life .52 .59
Frequency of angry at father (or mother) .54 .50
Hate your father (or mother) .66 .66
Your communication with father (or mother) .68 07
Father (or mother) knows your needs .65 .67
Father (or mother) listens to you .60 .66
How much you care about your father (or mother) .69 .52
Miss your father (or mother) when away .58 .55
Respect your father (or mother) .64 .69
Value his (or her) values 75 72
Admire your father (or mother) .76 75
Desire to be like your father (or mother) .69 .78
Like his (or her) lifestyle .60 75

Reliability analyses

To investigate scale reliability, I examined internal consistency by running
Cronbach’s alpha. Measures of internal consistency were computed for each scale
which is the 24 items for fathers and mothers. Coefficient as were .94 and .94 for
the Father and Mother Scales, respectively, suggesting each scale measures its
constructs consistently. Furthermore, the alpha coefficient value of fathering
behaviors for each subscales were as follows: positive affection = .92, father
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involvement = .83, communication = .88, and angry at father = .65. Whereas the
alpha coefficient value of mothering behaviors for each subscales were as follows:
positive affection = .95, role confusion = .83, communication = .90, and
identification = .65. Reliability of approximately .70 or greater are statistically
considered acceptable (Tabachnick & Fidell, 2001). Since this is an exploratory
study, we will still include ones that are close to .70.

Parent-child relationships.

The hypothesis was tested by computing two separate two-factor univariate
analyses of variance. The purpose of this analysis was to test whether differences
existed for the perceptions of paternal and maternal behaviors due to country of
origin and/or gender. The dependent variables for each analysis were the total
scores of ratings for the biological father and biological mother of the
Parent-Child Relationships Survey. As proposed by Fine, Worley, and Schwebel
(1985), only the total scale scores and not the individual scores should be used as
the dependent variables to undergo analysis. The two factors used in analysis
were subject’s country of origin and gender of participants. The main effect for
subject’s country of origin was significant (F = 20.842, p<.000) for father-child
relationships whereas the main effect for gender of the subject was not significant
for father-child relationships. Also, the main effects for subject’s country of origin
and gender of the subject were not significant for mother-child relationship.

Because of the nature of this instrument, four distinct dimensions of the
biological father scale and the biological mother scale can be separately analyzed
to better understand specific domains of parent-child relationships.

Dimensions of father-child and mother- child relationships by gender of the subject
and country of origin.

As shown in Table 2, two separate multivariate analyses of variances
(MANOVA) were computed. Besides the use of the total scores of perceptions of
paternal and maternal behaviors to test any potential differences, it was further
suggested by Fine et al., (1985) to test the domains of parenting behaviors. The
dependent variables in the first analysis were four domains of fathering behaviors
which were adolescents’ perceptions of positive affection, father involvement,
communication, and angry at father. Two covariates included in this analysis were
country of origin (1= Taiwan and 2 = U.S.) and gender of the subject which male
and female teens were treated as one single variables. The goal was to test
whether there was significant difference perceived by teens in each sample in
regard to fathering and mothering behaviors. Also, the dependent variables in the
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second analysis for four domains of mothering of the Parent-Child Relationship
Survey were adolescents’ perceptions of positive affection, role, identity, and
communication.

In Table 2, positive affect shown by father (F =14.859, p<.000), the level of
father involvement (F = 10.646, p<.001), communication with father (F =
23.405, p<.000) and child’s angry at father (F = 13.939, p<.000) were
significant by subject’s country of origin. Teens in the U.S. sample perceived their
fathers more positively in all four domains except the level of anger. Teens in
Taiwan assessed their fathers with high level of anger. However, gender of the
subject showed no significant across four domain of father-child relationships
except for child’s angry at father (F = 8.900, p<.000). In terms of mother-child
relationships, positive affect shown by mother (F = 47.432, p<.000) and
communication with mother (F = 57.744, p<.000) were significant between U.S.
adolescents and Taiwanese adolescents. Interestingly, all four domains of
mother-child relationship were not significant when examining gender differences
in their perception of mothering behaviors.

Table 2. MANOVA analysis of four dimensions on the biological father and
biological mother of the Parent-Child Relationship Survey by Gender and
by country of origin

Biological Father Biological Mother
Variable Gender Country Gender  Country
F(p) F(p) F(p) F(p)
Positive affection 151 14.859***  Positive affection 912 47.432%**
Father involvement 1.001 10.646*** Role confusion 418 .030
Communication 1.332 23.405*** Communication 2.231 57.744%**

Angry at father 8.900***  13.939*** Identification .003 2.323

# p<.10, * p<.05, ** p<.01, *** p<.000.
Gender 1= male, 2 = female
Country 1 = U.S 2 = Taiwan

Adolescents’ perceptions of parental roles varied significantly due to
adolescents’ country of origin in Table 2. In terms of how different male and
female perceptions of their parenting behaviors were, it was not examined in
Table 2 because male and female teens were lumped together as one single
variable. Consequently, separating male and female adolescents to study their
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perceptions closely could be necessary. Male and female adolescents were recoded
to two different groups. Two MANOVAs were tested (not shown) to see whether
boys and girls in both countries perceived their parenting behaviors differently.
The results indicated that both male adolescents (F = 11.410, p<.001) and
female adolescents (F = 9.456, p<.002) in these two countries perceived
fathering behavior significantly different. Furthermore, the results showed that
both male adolescents (F = 39.862, p<.000) and female adolescents (F = 16.670,
p<.000) in these two countries perceived mothering behaviors significantly
different. Therefore, the importance of investigating the different perception of
parental roles in each gender from different country is evident.

As shown in Table 3, two separate MANOVAs were computed. The dependent
variables in the first analysis were four domains of fathering. In Table 2, each
gender was lumped into a group which did not differentiate gender specific
difference found in each region. The purpose of Table 3 attempted to find out
gender specific difference found in each geographical area. One covariate
included in the first analysis was male adolescents (1= Taiwan and 2 = U.S.) and
one covariate included in the second analysis was female adolescents (1 = Taiwan
and 2 = U.S.). The purpose was to test whether gender specific differences
existed. Also, the dependent variables in the second analysis for four domains of
mothering were included. In Table 3, each domain of fathering behavior reached
significance level except for the level of father involvement perceived by female
adolescents in either country whereas positive affection shown by mothers and
communication with mothers were significant by both genders and only mother’s
identification was significant between male adolescents in these two cultures. It is
important to note that male adolescents in Taiwan perceived communication with
mothers more positively than that with their fathers.

Table 3. MANOVA analysis of male and female perception on fathering and

mothering
Fathering Mothering
Boys Girls Boys Girls
Positive affect 7.844** 6.985**  Positive affection =~ 35.598***  24.584***
Father involvement 8.746** 2.816 Role confusion 2.875 5.228
Communication 11.949*** 11.408*** Communication 42.927*** 34227
Angry at father 10.539*** 3.828*  Identification 3.818% .003

# p<.10, * p<.05, ** p<.01, *** p<.000.
Boys 1= Taiwan. 2 = U.S. Girls 1 = Taiwan 2 = U.S.
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Concluding Discussion

The purpose of this study was to examine differences in adolescent males’
and females’ perceptions of their father’s and mother’s parenting roles in two
cultural contexts. The findings with fathers in their involvement in these two
samples were consistent with other studies that the perception of father
involvement showed significantly different between male and female adolescent
children (Milkie et al., 1997; Shek, 2000; Thompson & Walker, 1989). Expressive,
affectionate traits are deemed important in the western societies, including
America. As a result, parents are exposed to the ideology of positive affection,
parental support, and warmth to their children. According to Shek (2000),
Chinese culture generally discourages fathers from displaying expressive,
affectionate traits when interacting with children because these traits are
supposed to be expressed by mothers. This type of father-child relationship may
weaken his positive influences on adolescents during this critical stage of
development which needs parental support and guidance in the process of search
of role identity. The likelihood may be high for adolescents in Taiwan to perceive
their fathers as less affectionate in their interactions that may indirectly be
associated with low desire to initiate further interaction with fathers. If this is
true, a lower level of communication with their fathers perceived by adolescents
in Taiwan may be a natural byproduct of minimal paternal affection. Taking low
affection and communication altogether, the level of anger toward father was high,
possibility due to lack of support and understanding from family members. Kuan
(2004) argued that teens in Taiwan tend to avoid escalating conflicts which in
turn may avoid further interactions with their fathers. Putnick et al (2008)
proposed that fathers’ perceived acceptance may be more affected by their own
distress and stress associated with parent-adolescent interactions whereas
mothers’ perceived acceptance was more affected by stress linked to adolescents’
behaviors.

When looking at mothering domain, perceived affection shown by mothers
to adolescents and communication with mothers showed significant difference in
these two cultures. Mothers are typically perceived as the emotional support and
ones who openly express care to their children in the U.S. whereas collectivistic
culture such as Taiwan deemphasizes the importance of emotional expression and
affection display to their family members, including children. Mothers who are
affectionate and engage in meaningful communication may serve as a buffer
mechanism to compensate low affection and communication displayed by fathers
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in Taiwan.

Parenting is a complex familial issue (Lawson, 2004) that has been an
interest to researchers, educators, and practitioners. Parenting in a distinct ethnic
context may be greatly influenced by cultural norms rather than widely promoted
conducts (LaRoosa, 1988), and the situation could be that affection shown by
parents to children and communication with adolescents may not be considered
as important parenting skills in Taiwan. After separating by gender in each
cultural context, the aforementioned conditions still held true that male
adolescents in each sample perceived fathering differently in all four domains
whereas female adolescents in each sample only perceived fathering differently in
the affection and communication domains. When examining mothering, positive
affection shown by mothers and communication with mothers showed
significantly different regardless of gender and country of origin.

A few limitations need to be discussed. First of all, the primary instrument
designed by Fine et al., (1983) may not capture unique perceptions of parental
behaviors by adolescents in another ethnic group. Cultures such as Taiwan place
little emphasis on the importance of affection and communication may lead
adolescents to assume their fathers are less involved and yet the nature of their
involvement could be understood differently by fathers. Second, samples used in
Fine and his colleagues’ studies to complete Parent-Child Relationship Survey
mainly were college students from various family structures. However, the main
focus of this study was on adolescents who may possess distinct ways of
understanding parental behaviors and meanings of their interactions. Therefore,
comparisons between this study and Fine’s studies may have distinct value.
Finally, sample selected for this study in each group only represented a very small
area in each society. Therefore, use of the findings requires special caution,
particularly in applying to the large population.

Implications

Some suggestions for family life educators can be made based on this study.
First of all, the results suggested that there is a possibility that father involvement
was perceived differently between male and female adolescents in these two
cultural contexts. Thus, educators should consider gender-sensitive activities for
father-son interaction and father-daughter interaction. Milkie et al., (1997)
suggested that shared activity between a father and his adolescents create
nurturing interactions that are important for adolescents’ development. Mothers
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are also encouraged to support her husband to be involved with the children. This
can be done through family outings, movie night, or going out shopping as a
family.

Second, perceptions of father involvement, positive affection of father,
communication with father and anger toward father significantly varied in these
two cultures. One interesting finding through this study was that both male and
female adolescents in Taiwan perceived that their fathers initiate lower level of
communication and a higher level of anger toward their fathers. Educators may
want to explore the perceived substantial gap between these two important
parenting behaviors to better understand adolescents’ perception when working
with this particular group, paying particular attention to each gender so teens’
perception can be realized. Consequently, adolescents may be educated to
examine their perception of communication needs and preference. The results of
this study also indicated that male adolescents in Taiwan perceived more
positively about communication with their mothers which may serve as a buffer
mechanism when father involvement and communication was negatively
perceived. In fact, educators can remind and prepare mothers to establish line of
open communication with male adolescents who are in difficult times since
mothers are generally perceived as the ones who are more approachable and
nurturing than fathers. Third, many fathers still assume the provider role (Gaunt
& Benjamin, 2007) which may create increased stress when job market becomes
unstable. Bernard (1981) argued that the provider role directly defines
masculinity for many men. To many men, the breadwinning role was a significant
characteristic and indicator of how a good father was appraised. Therefore, many
men believe that good fathers were good providers, whereas good providers made
good fathers (Cohen, 1993; Palkovitz, 1997). This might be the case with fathers
in Taiwan who could be influenced by this notion. So, it could also be important
to address culturally acceptable parenting behaviors to fathers in Taiwan while
introducing the benefits of displaying positive communication and affection to
their adolescents. At the same time, mothers can be educated for their unique
roles in the family to balance out or lower stress level from the economy. After
this is done, fathers may be taught different ways of showing these two positive
paternal behaviors. If the information learned is appropriately implemented, it is
very likely that fathers have greater chance to maintain positive interactions with
their adolescents.
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Adolescents’ Perceptions of Paternal and Maternal Behaviors:

An Exploratory Study

Shann Hwa Hwang'

Abstract

The current study investigated adolescents’ perception of paternal and
maternal behaviors in two cultures. Participants included 291 adolescents in the
Northern part of Taiwan and 231 adolescents in the middle Atlantic region of the
U.S. The Parent-Child Relationships Survey was administered. Results from
two-factor analysis of variance indicated that the total score of father-child
relationship showed significant differences by adolescents’ country of origin
whereas the total score of mother-child relationships was not significant. However,
perceived fathering behaviors were significantly different among male adolescents
across four domains of paternal roles in these two cultures compared to two
domains by female adolescents. When examining four domains of mothering, the
results showed that both positive affection shown by mothers and communication
reached significant levels perceived by male and female adolescents. Limitations of
this study and some implications for family life educators were provided.

Keywords: Adolescents’ perception, parenting behaviors, parent-child relationship
survey
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Collaborative Modes of Preschoolers in Lego Activities
Hsin-His Chen' » Jyh-Tsorng Jong’

Abstract

This study investigated the dyadic collaborative modes of preschool children in
two activities, a replica of a Lego model and a creative Lego work. The relationships
among children’s age, sex, and mother’s education and their dyadic collaborative
modes were examined also. Participants were peer dyads of 3-, 4-, and 5-year-olds,
with 40dyads per age group (two members of each dyad are the same background,
and they are acquaintances but not good friends). It was found that preschoolers
showed three collaborative modes in each age group. In Activity 1, the main mode
was “observation-elaboration” for age 3, “guided activity” for age 4, and
“co-construction” for age 5. In Activity 2, the main mode was “observation-
elaboration” for age 3 and “co-construction” for age 4 and age 5. The 2 tests both
yield significant effects with the children’s age and mother’s education in two
activities, but not with children’s sex. The development of collaborative mode with
age was established. Finally, some suggestions for teachers, parents, and future
research were listed.

Keywords: dyadic collaboration, Lego activity, preschool children
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ERETE T o A5 B B R B ) AR E ST L o SR o P AR ETT LR AN SE ) AR HE (R
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RIRREER (LT BHEERIKE A1) » FRKEEA vl IR \FE B » AT &0 5 =
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Al 7% EHARE B > S BN AR I R E 5 RS LIS — R NURSER Eran % .2 » 5 — RSB
BB RT R B » BE TR R ~ T BB - B RS T A F VR
B BB TR HREE - SRS B B 2 BIPE B - & A ACREREES ~ GRIK
R ER -

{E Duvall 5 i 28 e B8 B /\ P ER i 0 Wi » I K F L FI S iRiBE 2 — PR L
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R AR T B R LA (2 ] (Ward & Spitze, 1998) » it 28 LIS BE 5 e 5 24
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A% INE L ST RS R R B AR TR R 2 R B (R EE
2002 5 FRIGK > 2004 5 BRIEE ~ BEER > 2005 5 JRZREGTE A - 2004 5 FFAJH -
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Connidis & McMullin, 1993; Dixon & Sagas, 2007 ; Ellison, 1990; Zhang,
2010) » Zhang(2010)figkeE » BE =& 22 ML T » PERIZF 35 CASZERE AL - HEGR
B2 Er AR BHALER T 3 A o

€ bR 2 b FTAE SR AR AT SR > PRI B AR S i AR 2 [EI R B gR - i — B0
it am > BfESRH FT 2 BFFT AR 5 TR ol B AR Y i R A BRI o Ad > thR B se S
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WER o A SR A I T R R AR AR 2o T HL 2 A LUK R A I (P BCER #E E T
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FE B B 2 528 308 07 TR o B ek iy 3 57 55 155 12 B A0 i A B S BRI - IR 2R 84
N (2004) i FetE H T [FIAGEIE L > HATEWE B E M E 2B BRI
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7 B AR T e P B B AE R o E et S R o TR E A s MR
J#(2008) HI| 2 $i5 AN R RS AR DL » HAETE MR B A B 2 5 KPR E
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AR R IR R B > AT ZE AR b o T AR IR SR BT 45 AR 2 1k RS s 3L LA
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*2 BAREGCBERERRERDMIBT
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Wi R E R4y ~ BAK15) - FIGG0E2.7220 3 F4b - LR EN A5
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=3 EEMmRERSDIBE
HRA A GEREE &ES &E2 e BEE t*
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PO R A R
* **p< .001
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SRS AT o BRI B B S A (R AR g 5 JRE R B R PR AT B AR TR R
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x4 REBERBREEEMREFREDIMBER

R i 5% JE B B AN Bl BEE kg SS df MS  FfE  Scheffe
T2 B T B 41 2.5366 .47421 fffH 2.740 3 .913 2.854* 4>1
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Effects of Family Development Stages and Family Structures
on Life Satisfaction of Middle-aged Generation

Cheng-Huei Hong' » Li-Tuan Chou®

Abstract

Compared with the other life stages, the middle-aged generation stage is the stage that
little research has focused on. However, previous literature and survey, both domestic and
foreign, pointed out that the life satisfaction is the lowest for the middle-aged generation of
all age levels. Therefore, the life of middle-aged generation certainly requires more concerns.
This research focuses on the middle-aged generation’s family development stages, family
structures, and life satisfaction. There are three purposes of this study: 1. To investigate the
middle-aged generation’s life satisfaction conditions. 2. To understand their life satisfaction
conditions in terms of different family development stages and family structures. 3. To
analyse the effect of their family development stages and family structures on their life
satisfaction.

This study analyzes personal background as a control variable, family development
stages and family structures as independent variables, life satisfaction as a dependent
variable. A questionnaire survey was carried out in a convenience sample. Participants had
to meet the requirements for target respondents: 40- to 60-years-old, married, having at least
one living parent, and having at least one child at any age, living with spouse and children.
Out of the 730 copies of questionnaires distributed, 499 copies were collected, 333 was
effective.

The results indicated that middle-aged generation is generally content with their life.
Where family development stages are concerned, the adults at the first stage (the stage before
families with school-aged children), the second stage (the stage of families with teenagers),
and the third stage (the stage of families launching young adults) experience significantly
lower life satisfaction, as compared with the middle-aged adults at the fourth stage (the stage
after empty nest). Where family structures are concerned, middle-aged adults living in stem
families or nuclear families do not show significant difference in life satisfaction.

According to the results, suggestions about family development stage and family
structures were provided for middle-aged adults, the government, schools, enterprises, family
life educators, and etc., hoping to enhance the life satisfaction of middle-aged adults.

Keywords: middle-aged generation, family development stages, family structures, life satisfaction
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